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turned on the following two points: (i) whether qiyas
was lawful in intellectual matters; and (2) whether it was
lawful in shari'ah matters. The Kashf goes on to say that
all the Companions and the Followers as well as the ma-
jority of the jurists and theologians considered qiyas law-
ful in both cases; that, among others, all the Shiites and the
Kharijites allowed the use of qiyas only in sharlfah matters;
and that the Hanbalites sanctioned its use only as regards
the applications of fiqh, in view of the need for it in cases
concerning which the Koran was silent, but denied its law-
fulness as regards the determination of intellectual matters.

The opponents of qiyas argued in detail as follows:x

(1)  From the Koran:2 " We have sent down to you the
Book, as an explanation for every thing."    To consider
qiyas as an additional evidence would be to consider the
Koran insufficient.

(2)  From the sunnah: the Prophet said: " The affairs of
the sons of Israel have continued to prosper until there multi-
plied among them the children of the war captives, for these
have measured (qasu) what did not exist on the basis of
what did exist, and so they have erred and led others into
error."

(3)   From reason: there is doubt about the " effective "
cause (fillah) for which a shari'ah value has been estab-
lished, because the revealed texts do not mention the causes,
and consequently one cannot know what to use as a basis
for qiyas.    Furthermore, God is not worshipped according
to the dictates of reason.    Are there not in fact, divine
prescriptions which cannot be grasped by human under-
standing, as for instance, the " stated quantities " (muqad-

1 Cf. Tawdtk, p. 446.

2 Chap. 16, verse 91.     .